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ASCENT

Thule-Are you ready to move past the grueling

road-tripping days, when everyone in the

vehicle has at least one piece of gear in their
laps? The Ascent series of car top carriers will help give you
and your passengers a convenient place to store gear, and some
much-coveted wiggle room. The four carriers in the line range from 11 to 17 cubic feet of capacity and are designed to
channel airflow under the box, which will reduce wind resistance and noise. Price: $299-$399, wwuw.thule.com

HAIL MARY

WRSI-A well-aimed

pass with a throw

bag can save your
buddy’s life on the river and make
you a hero. With the WRSI Hail Mary,
a similar pass can make you a hero
of the campsite gridiron as well.
The Hail Mary is a rescue throw bag
shaped like a football, complete
with real threads for throwing
overhand, that can double as a real
football for riverside games of two-hand
touch. Thanks to its revolutionary design,
WRSI claims that the Hail Mary travels 25 percent further than Helios (2 Liter); Price: $149.95;
the traditional throw bag and with 25 percent greater accuracy. Helios Guide (2 and 3
Professional whitewater kayaker Brad Ludden sums up the logic —— Liter); $199.95;
behind the ingenuity, “You don't see Tom Brady throwing it to X = www.jetboil.com
Randy Moss underhand. People are just so much more accurate
throwing overhand.” Price: $45.95; www.whitewaterhelmet.com

HELIOS

Jetboil-lImagine this scenario: it is Hour 17 of Day 4 of

a wilderness trip, your five-person group spent most of

the day lost, and it is your turn to cook. The wind is at 10
miles per hour, and hunger has reached the height at which someone will
literally bite your hand off if you don't get the freeze-dried curry and fried
rice together in less than a 15 minutes. You have no fire and only a 28-
ounce camping stove. Sounds like a basement apartment in Dante’s Inferno
right? Not if you have Jetboil's Helios cooking system that specializes in
high efficiency cooking with a two-liter Fluxring pot. Not only can it handle
the conditions mentioned above, it can boil a liter of water in three minutes
at 68 degrees Fahrenheit. At that speed you'll
keep all your fingers and probably

gain a few thumbs (up) as well.

SOULO TENT

Hilleberg-When your few hours of rest on a multi-day trip are

plagued by a tent mate’s throat muscles vibrating into a frenzy of

snores, you can find yourself wishing for the ambulance sirens
and car alarms of the city. At just under four pounds, the Hilleberg Soulo allows
you to pack your own tent without the hassle of it weighing you down. It
gives you some stretch room with 21 square feet of interior space and is
completely free-standing. It is a rugged all season tent with a 26-pound
tear strength, so you don't have to worry about ripping a hole and having
to move back in with your ex-tent mate. It's always awkward.
Price: $525.00; www.hilleberg.com
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TRAIL PRO

Therm-A-Rest-After a day filled
with hard paddling you usually
want to just sink into bed. On

a multi-day trip, you usually
don't sink into anything. You
flop onto a thin mat that saves
you space and weight but does
little to comfort your aching
bones. The Therm-a-rest Trail
Pro is two inches thick, so it will
give you the comfort you desire.
Weighing only two pounds, this
pad can save your back when
you lie down on it, but not break
it while you are lugging all your
gear around. Price: $79.95;
www.cascadedesigns.com

HYPERFLOW

MSR-MSR has used Hollow

Fiber Membrane technology

to make a water filter that
they claim is the smallest, lightest, highest-flow
filter available. With the tiny dimensions of 7
by 3.5 inches and weighing in at 7.4 ounces its
smallness is impressive. And if you can crank

out 90 pumps in one minute,
you'll filter an astounding three
liters. Price: $99.95;
www.cascadedesigns.com
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IPOOD

Sea To Summit-Poo happens. The need

has a tendency to hit at inopportune times

when you are in the backcountry. While Sea
to Summit has not found a cure for unintentional bathroom

breaks, they have found ways to
make the experience easier for you
to adhere to leave-no-trace ethics.
Multi-functional features—such as
the hollow handle that doubles

as storage space for lighter/toilet
tissue—enable you to have minimal
impact on the land you're exploring.

And at a mere 3.5 ounces, the iPOOd

will really lighten your load.
Price: $16.95;
WWww.seatosummit.com

HEXALITE LONGBACK

Crazy Creek-Following the space- and back-
saving trend of lighter and smaller gear, the
Hexalite LongBack is among the lightest camp

chairs on the market. With a
wide range of possible seating
positions, it provides you
much more comfort than,
say, the ground, a log, or a
jagged boulder. The HexalLite
LongBack can be rolled
up and has a carrying
handle, making it more
convenient than hauling
around a larger seating
apparatus. Price: $44;
www.crazycreek.com
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